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Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 

 I bet that there was one line from he readings today that hit at the heart of many people.  I 

think it is something that we have all felt from time to time, I know I have:  How long, O 

LORD?  I cry for help but you do not listen!  I cry out to you, … but you do not intervene.  We 

are in need, we want things to change, we have no idea how to cross the bridge in front of us - so 

we call out to the Lord … we seek supernatural assistance.  But many times nothing seems to 

happen, the situation gets worse, we begin to doubt.  

 If you have called out to God and said I cry for help but you do not listen! there are many 

possible things that can happen next.   We could just do the unfortunate thing some have done 

and conclude there is no God.  But this is not sensible.  It is like if you sent a letter to the I.R.S. 

asking for them to send you double the refund you were due because you needed the money, and 

it didn’t come.  You would not conclude that there really mustn’t be an I.R.S. in Washington - 

because if there was they certainly would have sent what you asked for.  To think there is no God 

because God didn’t act like we asked is actually as strange.  This thinking is rooted in a false 

knowledge of God: that God is there to serve us when we call.  But that does not get God right. It 

is a misunderstanding to accept that there are proper channels and rules to follow with the I.R.S., 

but that we write the rules for God … God is still there even if God doesn’t follow our rules. 

 Another thing we could do is to become angry at God, we could despair that God doesn’t 

care for us, we could begin to get confused why others seem to have things go well and God is 

not stepping in for us.  This is not a new way of thinking; listen to he words of the 73rd Psalm:   I 

was envious … when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  … They are free of the burdens of life; 

they are not afflicted like others. … Such, then, are the wicked, always carefree, increasing their 

wealth. … Is it in vain that I have kept my heart pure, washed my hands in innocence?   In other 

words: “Well forget you then God if you can let other people (who are not as good as me) have 

things go well, and I can’t have you step in. Forget you! I should just be like them!” This 

thinking is also rooted in a false understanding of God: that God watches what we do and 

punishes those who do bad, and rewards good persons.  We can get pretty mad if God mess it up 

and doesn’t do bad to those we think are crummy and does not make life go great for good 

people.  But God doesn’t go around doling out punishments and rewards like a dog trainer.  This 

would actually reduce our dignity. It would pressure us to do what God asks to get rewards and 



make us not choose other things to avoid the punishments - God wants us to choose freely, so he 

does not manipulate us in this way.  That means sometimes good things happen to good people 

and sometimes bad, and sometimes bad things happen to bad people, and sometimes good.  God 

permits things to happen, but does not engineer the events of life to force us to behave. 

 We are told in the second reading that things do not always go good for those who follow 

Jesus, there will be hardships - even for the good person who is faithful to God there are 

difficulties.  Paul says: bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes 

from God.  Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me, in the faith and love that 

are in Christ Jesus. It is the faith that Paul speaks of that makes the difference.  We should not 

expect that we are due something for being good, we should not think that now God owes us.  

Jesus said today:  When you have done all you have been commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable 

servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.  God does not owe us for being good. 

 Jesus asks to have faith, and then all things will be dealt with.   Like the I.R.S. may send 

you information about a loan program and not a double refund to deal with your problem, so too 

God provides alternate ways to be taken care of.  The passage we heard in the Gospel comes 

immediately after Jesus is telling the disciples to forgive people over and over.  They don’t think 

they can do it, just like we don’t think we can go on and trust a God who does not seem to 

intervene like we want.  They doubted that if they forgave they would be able to save face and go 

on, we doubt that with injustice, confusion, and fear that we can go on.  But God has an alternate 

plan to take care of things.  Jesus says: If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say 

to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.” To get what 

he is saying you have to know that (1) the mustard seed is tiny and in their area as common as 

weed seeds - very insignificant very ordinary, and (2) that they knew mulberry trees have 

extremely deep root systems and it is impossible to get them up, let alone replant them 

underwater.  He says that the impossible thing - moving the immovable tree, or going on trusting 

God when things are not going right or don’t seem fair - all this is possible with a very small and 

common amount of faith.  … Increasing faith is where we should be putting our energy. 

 We should freely ask God to increase our faith.  Also we should have the courage to let 

go of our need to control the events of life and to be open to the alternate plans the Lord is 

providing for us.  In letting go of our need to control, and in surrendering to the wisdom of the 

God who comes up with plans we have not thought of - this is the path to consolation and peace 

in troubling times filled with doubt.  God really has the power to do the impossible things.  To 

accept this and be open to this power takes just a little faith - about as much as is a mustard seed.


